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whereas 5 x 100-g composites are analyzed for lots comprised of over
1,500 containers. Thus, the stringency of the sampling plan is related to
the number of containers within a lot. If one considers a lot to be comprised
of an infinite number of 25-g units, then for dried egg products, the plan
applied varies from n = 4 ton = 20. For liquid and frozen egg products,
the plan varies from n = 4 to n = 16. As indicated in Chapter 6, lot
size has little effect on the probability of acceptance of large lots. Selecting
the number of sample units as a percentage of lot size really serves no
purpose. In the above case, however, lot size not only influences the
number of units sampled but also the amount of sample analyzed. Thus,
the USDA approach to certification samples encompasses variation in the
stringency of the sampling plan with lot size, and furthermore the plan
utilized may vary from one that is extremely loose to one that has a
moderate degree of stringency.

Surveillance as applied to the Egg Products Inspection Act means' 'the
sampling of pasteurized products on a statistical basis and analyzing for
the presence of Salmonella by any laboratory using the USDA method of
analysis" (AMS-PY instruction no. 910) (USDA, 1975). Plants without
an established history of producing products free of Salmonella are re-
quired to start sampling 100% of the lots in the order produced. As
indicated in Figure 9-2, if 83 consecutive lots are found negative for
Salmonella, the plan permits inspection of every other lot. If 83 inspected
lots at this level are found negative for Salmonella then the frequency is
shifted to one lot in four (level 2). If 83 inspected lots are found negative,
then the sampling rate becomes one in eight lots (level 3). As further
indicated in Figure 9-2, the finding of a positive lot "triggers" an in-
creased frequency of sampling. The sampling plan initially applies to each
day's production, each category of product, or each product. When a
product is found to be positive, that product or category of product has a
separate sampling plan until a satisfactory history of analyses is estab-
lished. Any reduction or tightening of frequency of sampling applies
separately to each product or category and not to cumulative results. It is
of interest to note that the USDA instruction (AMS-PY instruction no. 910)
(USDA, 1975) states that no rigid or set sampling pattern is to be followed.
It suggests alternation between frozen and liquid product and between first
and last product packed. For surveillance sampling a single 100-g frozen
or liquid product is subjected to analysis. For dried samples three separate
25-g samples are analyzed (H. Maguire, 1982. Personal communication).
Thus, again considering a lot to be composed of an infinite number of
25-g units, for liquid products n = 4 and for dried products n = 3.

Confirmation is "sampling and analyses, at government expense and
direction, to verify the accuracy of the company's surveillance program